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Key Stage 4 Options

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

As you are already aware, Year 8 will shortly be selecting the courses they wish to study in
Key Stage 4. Over recent years, we have developed a curriculum which meets the needs of
each individual student supporting them to reach their full potential.

This week we have introduced the options process to year 8 through an assembly and
three tutor sessions. Students were asked to consider the subjects that they enjoy and
how important it is to have a broad and balanced curriculum to ensure that they keep
their future options open as they progress on to college and further education.

As I already shared with you in my letter in January, we are looking forward to inviting you
in to School for our Options Evening on Thursday 27th February. This will begin with a
short presentation and will be followed by an opportunity to meet with departments, who
will provide additional information on each course. We will also share an Options Sway
which will provide an opportunity to revisit some of the information shared at the evening.

In addition to the support from their Tutors, Teachers and Academic and Pastoral Leaders
(APLs), we would ask that you spend time looking through this options booklet with your
child ahead of the Options Evening.

We will use an online system to allow you to submit your child’s options. This will be sent
out to you via a link in the Sway, which will be shared after Options Evening. We would
encourage you to sit down with your child and complete this together. This will be
submitted by you on behalf of your child and will be taken as you having consented to
their options.

If you have any questions about this process, your child can ask their Tutor or see me
during the school day. Alternatively you can contact the school by email on
enquiries@oakmoor.hants.sch.uk or by phone (01420 472132).

Yours sincerely,

Mr A Beere
Assistant Headteacher



Our Vision

We have created a safe and caring
environment with disruption free
classrooms, where students can achieve
the very best qualifications and skills so
that they have the best opportunities for
their future.

We are equally ambitious for all of our
students, working with parents and
carers to create a community ethos
within our school centred on high
performance and excellence, regardless
of a child’s starting point. 

At Oakmoor School our vision is to
provide an environment where every
child can strive towards excellence. We
focus on being the best version of
ourselves to change our world for the
better and we take pride in everything
we do because we are proud to be part
of Team Oakmoor. 

Teachers at
Oakmoor School
go above and
beyond to ensure
that I am given
every opportunity
to be successful. 
YEAR 11
STUDENT



Choosing Options
During Key stage 3 (KS3), our students study a wide range of subjects. At
the end of Year 11, students take level 2 public examinations and gain
qualifications in order to progress on to further education, higher
education and ultimately your chosen career path.

When you enter Key Stage 4 (KS4), your timetable will significantly
change. This is because examination subjects require more time each
week than what is currently needed. It is therefore necessary to reduce
the number of subjects that you follow. 

The English Baccalaureate (EBACC)
Students who obtain a strong GCSE (Grade 5 and above) in all of the
following subject areas will have secured the English Baccalaureate,
which is a collection of subjects that the Government recommend for
most students. 

• English Language and English Literature 
• Mathematics 
• Two Sciences (all students will sit the double award. Some students will
have an opportunity to sit the triple award) 
• A Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish)
• A Humanity (History or Geography) 

The English Baccalaureate includes academic subjects highly valued by
colleges and universities. Universities require English and Maths, a few
may also require a Modern Foreign Language. Successful applicants are
normally expected to have achieved good grades in a range of subjects at
GCSE or equivalent, and to meet any specific requirements for their
chosen course. 

Whilst we do not force the EBACC routeway upon students, we will direct
higher prior attaining students towards this routeway as we believe this
offers an excellent balance and will serve them well for now and the
future. 



Choosing Options
When selecting Key Stage 4 options with your child, it is worth asking
the following questions:
· Are you good at the subject?
· Do you enjoy it?
· Will it keep your options open for further education or your career,
i.e. “Is your curriculum ‘broad and balanced?”

In addition to listening to the advice that we have shared in the
presentations, it is very important that students take advice from
their subject teachers and APLs. They will be able to guide your child,
and you, through this process. Additionally, as a leadership team, we
are also here to support this important decision making process.

Your child will need to select a broad and balanced curriculum. If you
narrow your child’s curriculum with similar subjects, for example, by
selecting all practical or vocational subjects, then you may find that
you close potential future opportunities. We will make
recommendations depending on what we feel best suits your child.

We have introduced three suggested routeways based on prior
attainment. All subjects are open to all students at Oakmoor. 

You will be asked to select 6 option subjects that your child would like
to study at Key Stage 4. They will be allocated with 4 of these
subjects, to ensure that their curriculum remains broad and
balanced.

It is recognised that you are more likely to do well in examinations if
you choose subjects according to your strengths. Equally, if you enjoy
a subject, your motivation is improved and you are more likely to
achieve your potential. However, you should choose according to the
subject and not the teacher as we cannot guarantee any particular
teacher.



Choosing Options
Where can I seek advice?
There are many sources of help and information available but if you are
unsure on how to support your child, you can get advice from any of the
following people:
Tutors
Teachers
Academic and Pastoral Leaders
Senior Leadership Team
Careers Advisor

We will provide opportunities at Key Stage 4 Curriculum Evenings to meet
with local further education colleges. This evening will take place in
September and the colleges listed below will be invited to allow you the
opportunity to speak to them about the next steps of your child’s
education. Your child does not need to specialise at this stage of their
education. By keeping their curriculum as broad and balanced as possible,
their future options will remain open. 

Alton College, Basingstoke College of Technology, Farnham College,
Farnborough College of Technology, Bohunt 6th Form College,
Farnborough 6th Form College, Godalming College, Havant and South
Downs College, Peter Symonds College.

How can I support my child through Key Stage 4?
We appreciate that it isn’t always high on every teenagers list of things
they would like to do, but try to engage with your child on what they are
learning. 

Encourage your child to complete all homework to the best of their ability
and attend any interventions they are set. These are not a punishment.
They are targeted intervention to support your child in achieving the best
outcomes possible. 

We also recommend regularly attending Parents Evening to provide up to
date information on your child’s attitude to learning and progress.



Selecting your options
Advice for students
This is a fantastic opportunity for you to have a choice over your future learning and
be able to start to consider the long-term path of your education. It is important to
keep the following points in mind when making these choices: 

Interest: Interest and motivation towards a subject often results in hard work, which
is key to being successful. Ensure you consider the subjects that interest you.

Achievement: Consider your strengths and recognise previous achievement. Use
this to help you choose appropriate subjects. 

Future Career: Although future career choices may seem a long way away, certain
subjects may be essential requirements for future pathways. Speak to your Tutor,
Teachers, APLs and SLT if you need some advice on selecting the appropriate course
for your future.  

Options: Keep your options open. Interests will change as you progress through your
learning therefore try not to specialise too much at this stage, instead aim for a good
balance. Remember... Selecting a ‘Broad and Balanced’ curriculum keeps future
doors open to you!

Independence: You are making these choices for your future, therefore avoid
choosing subjects because a friend is or you like a particular teacher. Your interest
has to be in the subject itself.



Selecting your options
Who to speak to?
Choosing subjects for Key Stage 4 can feel overwhelming. It is important to talk
through your options and there are a number of people available to you should you
want advice, guidance and support.

Your parents/carers - They know you best of all. Make sure you talk through your
thoughts with them and evaluate each subject in relation to your abilities. We have
shared this information with you to enable you to have time to prepare for Options
Evening on Thursday 27th February, so spend some time together looking through
this booklet and discussing the different options.

Your Tutor - They know you as an individual and have a good overview of you as a
student at the school. 

Your subject teacher - They can provide an objective overview of the subject and
how it aligns with your skillset. 

Your Academic and Pastoral Leader (APL) - They have a good overview of your
strengths and styles of learning that may suit you more - don’t hesitate to talk to
them about your choices. 

A member of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) - We are all always happy to
support you in your learning. If you’d like to discuss your curriculum or the options
process, please come and find me, Mr Beere. 



Selecting your options
Useful terminology
BTEC Tech Award - BTECs are Level 2 qualifications from the exam board Pearson.
These awards typically comprise of three units; two coursework components and one
exam. The exam is usually weighted lower than a GCSE examination. 

GCSE - General Certificate of Education (GCSE) subjects are assessed by an exam(s)
taken at the end of two years of study. These subjects may also have coursework
(NEA) components that contribute to the overall grade in varying proportions. 

Key Stage 3 - Years 7 and 8 at Oakmoor School.

Key Stage 4 - Years 9, 10 and 11 where you focus on GCSE & BTEC courses. 

NEA - Non-examined assessment. This is where particular pieces of work
(coursework) are marked by the teacher and then presented to the exam board for
final judgement and moderation. 

Syllabus / Specification - The information you have to know for each subject and
what you must be able to do by the end of the course. 

Tier - The level of exam you are entered for e.g. Foundation or Higher. Tiers are only
applicable for Maths, Sciences and Languages.

Vocational Award - These are Level 2 qualifications. These awards typical comprise
of three units, two coursework components and one exam. The exam is usually
weighted lower than a GCSE examination. 



The table below outlines the key dates for the options process.

July 2025

3rd February 

27th February

13th March

Options Introduction Assembly and Tutor sessions

Options Evening including a presentation and an opportunity
to meet staff to discuss the different course avaiable

Deadline for options selection - online form to be discussed
at options evening

Options choices released to students

This booklet will give you information on all the subjects that are available at Oakmoor School. I
strongly encourage you to spend time reading this booklet  prior to Options Evening on Thursday
27th February. 

After you have read this booklet, you may have more questions about the different subjects. I
would suggest that you make a note of any questions you might have so that you can ask your
teachers at Options Evening.

As part of the evening, there will also be an important presentation to ensure that everyone is
aware of the important messages regarding the options process. 

There will be three presentations during the evening:

5:30pm - Only available to those who have been recommended for the Odyssey Routeway.
6:15pm - Presentation 1 - Available to all
7:15pm - Presentation 2 - Available to all

 



Every student will make six option choices. From the six selected options, students will
receive four options. This this will mean that the students will leave Oakmoor with nine
GCSE or vocational qualifications. 

At Oakmoor, we value the importance of literacy and ensuring that every child has a
‘Broad and Balanced’ curriculum. Depending on each individual child’s academic
ability, we will direct a routeway that we feel best suits each individual.  

All students must study one subject from Geography, History, French or Spanish.

Some students will be guided to an academic routeway, which arguably offers the best
balance between academic and vocational or practical qualifications. To access the
EBACC routeway, students will include either Geography or History and French or
Spanish as part of their top four choices. The further two choices can be from any of
the other options. 

A third routeway will be available to a small select group of students who may benefit
from an alternative provision. Staff will specifically contact those who we feel would
benefit from this routeway to provide further detail.
 

Expectations for Options 

What does KS4 look like?
Every student at Oakmoor School will study the subjects in our core curriculum in
order to allow them to leave the school with qualifications in English, Maths and
Science. The core curriculum subjects are as follows:

Examined Curriculum:
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Science 

Non Examined Curriculum:
Core PE 
Core Religious Studies 
PSHE 

  

Core Key Stage 4 Curriculum



The Key Stage 4 Curriculum
at Oakmoor
Commitment
Success in external examinations only comes with personal commitment. It requires regular
attendance in line with our minimum school target of 98%, concentration on the task in hand,
and independent completion of tasks. This means that students and parents must be prepared
to set aside time outside of school to prepare for and complete set tasks. This can include after
school intervention sessions to further support understanding and subsequent progress. In
addition to the intervention sessions that teachers run during the school week, some
departments will offer holiday boosters to ensure that all students are fully prepared to meet
their full potential. These sessions are not compulsory, but supporting attendance should be a
priority as it will benefit pupil outcomes.

Homework
As you will already be aware, we ask all of our parents and carers to support us in ensuring
students stay organised and up to date with their homework. Staff will provide all of the
necessary information to allow you to best support your child in keeping up to date, on top of
their workload and giving them every opportunity to meet their full potential.

Learning Support
Some students will be provided with additional support to ensure that they are able to access
their curriculum, make progress and gain success. This may be individually or in small groups.
Our SENDCO, Mrs Forbes, who co-ordinates inclusion at Oakmoor, will work closely with the
Academic and Pastoral Leaders and the inclusion team to ensure every child is given the
support they need to meet their potential. 

Changing or Dropping Option Subjects
We understand that despite all of our best efforts to ensure you have all of the information
about each of the courses, there are times when students decide that they have made a
mistake and request a subject change. We are happy to support a change to an option subject
up to the October half term of year 9. No students will be allowed to change a subject after this
date. I should add, that if you understand what the course entails, a change should not be
necessary. There may be parts of the course that students enjoy more than others. 

We do not allow students to drop subjects so that they can concentrate on other subjects.
Instead, we encourage students to develop resilience and a hard work ethic that will support
them well throughout their lives.  



Students will then need to choose six of the subjects below, in preference order:

What options can I choose from?

Page 24 - Art & Design 
Page 25 - Computer Science 
Page 26 - Construction in the Built Environment 
Page 27 - Creative iMedia
Page 28 - Dance
Page 29 - Design and Technology 
Page 30 - Drama 
Page 31 - Food Preparation & Nutrition 
Page 32 - Geography 
Page 33 - Health and Social Care 
Page 34 - History 
Page 35 - Music 
Page 36 - Photography 
Page 37 - *Modern Foreign Languages – French or Spanish 
Page 38 - Religious Education 
Page 39 - Sport

* You may only select the language that you have been studying at Key Stage 3. This
is due to the strong foundations of knowledge you will have built in year 7 & 8.  

In the next section we will share one page on each of the subjects that make up the Core
Curriculum as well as one page from each of the Option Subjects. 

Please spend some time reading through this information ahead of Options Evening on
Thursday 27th February. 

Core Curriculum Overview

Providing they are ‘Broad and Balanced’, we will always try to give you your top four
subjects, but this may not be possible in every case. There are several reasons why this may
happen:

There may be too few students wishing to follow a subject to make up a class.
There may be too many students in a group.
A student may make unrealistic choices in relation to a combination of subjects.
It may not be possible to timetable a particular combination of subjects.

Will my top four options be
guaranteed?



Why English Language? 
The English Language GCSE assesses students on their writing and reading skills
both with fiction and nonfiction texts. During the course they will build on their
knowledge gained at Key Stage 3 and learn to write with flair and originality whilst
maintaining accurate punctuation and grammar. 

Both examinations assess how well students can read into texts, how the writers
have used language and structure and students are asked to evaluate the meanings
behind a text, needing to consider what the writer is trying to get across and how
they do this. Students will then be asked to put these strategies into place
themselves and complete a writing task at the end of each exam.

Students will study English Literature alongside English Language and these skills are
transferable, to some extent. Our curriculum will enable students to apply the skills
needed in English Language to improve their ability to analyse a wide variety of
literature.

G
CS

E 
En

gl
is

h
 L

an
gu

ag
e 

A
Q

A Overview

Where can it take you?
English Language is a core subject. You must secure a Grade 4 or above in either
English Language or English Literature to progress onto a course at college. If you do
not secure a Grade 4 for either subject, the college have to ensure that you take the
subject again. This is not a decision made by the college – this is a government
initiative.

English Language underpins our understanding of the world around us. Not only
does it enable you to read into how effects are created in fiction, it also enables you
to read media texts critically. Studying this subject in depth will make you question
everything in front of you so you don’t just believe everything that is ‘fed’ to you.

Having a good command of the English language is also incredibly important.
Whatever job you want to do in the future, you will not be able to achieve your
ambitions if you cannot communicate effectively in the spoken form as well as the
written form. It opens up opportunities for many different subjects at A Level such
as English Language, English Literature, Media, Criminology, History and Politics. 

 

Specification: AQA 8700

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language

All texts in the examination will be unseen.

Apart from Spoken Language, there is no coursework or controlled assessment; 
all assessment is through examination in Year 11.
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Where can it take you?
English Literature GCSE opens up opportunities for many different subjects at A Level
such as English Literature, Media, Criminology, History, Politics plus many more. It is
especially useful for subjects that require students to write extended essays. It is also
a qualification that will support applications for apprenticeships. 

At university level, English Literature is an incredibly diverse academic subject with
elements looking at different authors, different time periods and different forms.
Whether you study English Literature at A Level or at university, it will offer a variety
of pathways in a wide range of careers including journalism, teaching and even
becoming a social media manager.

Why English Literature? 

 Specification: AQA 8702

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (40%)
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (60%)

All texts in the examinations will be studied in class, but students are not allowed to
bring any of the texts to the examination itself.

Texts will be provided at school, but we strongly advise that students buy the texts
themselves, with the exception of the poetry anthology, so they can make notes in
them and study them in depth. They will need to be read and re-read.

Students will study a total of 3 texts (a Shakespeare play, a modern novel or play, and
a 19th Century novel) and 15 poems from the Poetry Anthology, provided by the
examination board. 

For Paper 1: Students will answer one question on the novel studied in class and one
question on the play studied in class. They will be required to write in detail about an
extract and then to write about the text as a whole.

For Paper 2: Students will have a choice of two questions for the modern text they
have studied and will have to answer one of their choice. They must remember key
phrases and words from the novel to enable them to do this effectively. For the
poetry section, students will be given one poem printed in the examination paper
and will need to compare this poem to one of their choice, which they will not have
access to.

Students will then have to comment on a previously unseen poem and compare that
poem to another previously unseen poem.
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Overview

1. Foundation (grades 1-5)
2. Higher (grades 4-9)

Maths is a subject which enables students to be able to problem solve and reason
logically. It enables people to make connections across a variety of topics and also
understand real-life applications of data. Maths is the study of patterns, making
predictions and trying to make sense of the world we live in.

All content is divided between the 3 papers. The key topics that will be covered across
all papers are number, algebra, ratio, geometry, probability and statistics.

Maths can open a number of doors later on in life. Prestigious universities look
positively on students who study Maths. It can also help you access higher level
apprenticeships. There is huge demand for people who are excellent
mathematicians in industries such as: Technology, Engineering, Science, Human
Behaviours, (including other highly sought after subjects such as Law and
Economics.)

Having a good GCSE in Maths (a GCSE grade 5 or above) is often a requirement to 
gain entry to sixth form, college courses and apprenticeships. It is also a minimum 
requirement for many employers.

Why Mathematics? 

There are two tiers of entry for Mathematics GCSE:

 
Specification: Edexcel 1MA0
Three equally weighted written papers:
 
Paper 1: non-calculator 1 hour 30 mins (33.3%)
Paper 2: calculator 1 hour 30 mins (33.3%) 
Paper 3: calculator 1 hour 30 mins (33.3%)

Where can it take you?


















































